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Courtesy of Earth Day Network at www.earthday.net

Earth Day - April 22 - each year marks the anniversary of the birth of the modern
environmental movement in 1970.

Among other things, 1970 in the United States brought with it the Kent State shoot-
ings, the advent of fiber optics, “Bridge Over Troubled Water,” Apollo 13, the Beatles’ last
album, the death of Jimi Hendrix, the birth of Mariah Carey and the meltdown of fuel rods
in the Savannah River nuclear plant near Aiken, S.C. - an incident not acknowledged for 18
years.

It was into such a world that the very first Earth Day was born.
Earth Day founder Gaylord Nelson, then a U.S. senator from Wisconsin, proposed the first

nationwide environmental protest “to shake up the political establishment and force this is-
sue onto the national agenda. “ “It was a gamble,” he recalled, “but it worked.”

At the time, Americans were slurping leaded gas through massive V8 sedans. In-
dustry belched out smoke and sludge with little fear of legal consequences or bad
press. Air pollution was commonly accepted as the smell of prosperity. Envi-
ronment was a word that appeared more often in spelling bees than on
the evening news.

Earth Day 1970 turned that all around.
On April 22, 20 million Americans took to the streets, parks and auditoriums to demonstrate

for a healthy, sustainable environment. Denis Hayes, the national coordinator, and his youthful
staff organized massive coast-to-coast rallies. Thousands of colleges and universities organized
protests against the deterioration of the environment. Groups that had been fighting against oil
spills, polluting factories and power plants, raw sewage, toxic dumps, pesticides, freeways, the loss of
wilderness, and the extinction of wildlife suddenly realized they shared common values.

Earth Day 1970 achieved a rare political alignment, enlisting support from Republicans and Democrats,
rich and poor, city slickers and farmers, tycoons and labor
leaders.The first Earth Day led to the creation of the Unit-
ed States Environmental Protection Agency and the pas-
sage of the Clean Air, Clean Water, and Endangered
Species acts.

Sen. Nelson was awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom - the highest honor given to civilians in the Unit-
ed States - for his role as Earth Day founder.

As 1990 approached, a group of environmental leaders
asked Denis Hayes to organize another big campaign.
This time, Earth Day went global, mobilizing 200 million
people in 141 countries and lifting the status of environ-
mental issues onto the world stage. Earth Day 1990 gave
a huge boost to recycling efforts worldwide and helped
pave the way for the 1992 United Nations Earth Summit
in Rio de Janeiro.

As the millennium approached, Hayes agreed to spear-
head another campaign, this time focused on global warm-
ing and a push for clean energy. Earth Day 2000 combined
the big-picture feistiness of the first Earth Day with the
international grassroots activism of Earth Day 1990. For
2000, Earth Day had the Internet to help link activists
around the world. By the time April 22 rolled around,
5,000 environmental groups around the world were on
board, reaching out to hundreds of millions of people in a
record 184 countries. Events varied: A talking drum chain
traveled from village to village in Gabon, Africa, for ex-
ample, while hundreds of thousands of people gathered
on the National Mall in Washington, D.C., USA.

Earth Day 2000 sent the message loud and clear that
citizens the world ‘round wanted quick and decisive ac-
tion on clean energy.

Now, the fight for a clean environment continues. We in-
vite you to be a part of this history and a part of Earth
Day. Discover energy you didn’t even know you had. Feel
it rumble through the grass roots under your feet and the
technology at your fingertips. Channel it into building a
clean, healthy, diverse world for generations to come.

April - May
Clean, Collect, Crush. Cash
Queen Lili’uokalani Elementary School
Sanford Yee (808) 733-4680

April 19-20 (9a.m.)
Honouliuli Water Recycling Facility Tour
Honolulu Board of Water Supply
BWS Recycled Water Program (808) 527-6156
Tours include a video of “Recycling Water in
Hawai’i”, an overview presentation at the fa-
cility and the recycling processes.

April 21 (noon)
Reef Check & Reef Fish Count
Island Divers Hawai’i
Matthew Zimmerman (808) 947-6583
Assess and monitor the health of coral reef
ecosystems. This community-based project is
open to all scuba divers.

April 21-22 (10a.m. - 2p.m.)
Earth Day Display
Navy Region Environmental Dept. and PAO

April 22 (9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.)
University of Hawai’i
Linda Day uhsustainability@yahoo.com
President Dobelle will announce his adminis-

tration’s commitment to a Charter of Sustain-
ability for all U.H. campuses. The charter
will include implementation plans. Meetings
on energy, water, and transportation will take
place on Earth Day.

April 27 (8:30 a.m. - noon)
Great Hawai’i Cleanup on O’ahu
Nani O Wai’anae
Katy Kok (808) 696-1920
Volunteer groups will be helping to clean and
beautify communities on O’ahu.

•The Navy is conducting cleanup of area-wide subsurface fuel that underlie
much of the Pearl Harbor industrial area due to past releases from above ground
storage tanks, underground storage tanks and pipelines. Passive fuel extraction sys-
tems were constructed to intercept and extract the subsurface fuel and are currently
operating at the Oscar 2 Pier area, Hotel Pier area, Quarry Loch area, Magazine
Loch area, and the NEX Gas Station near FISC. The first system was installed
about five years ago.

•The Navy installed a soil vapor extraction system (SVE) and diesel removal
action at the former Aiea Laundry site to remove or reduce the amount of con-
tamination found in the soil and groundwater.  The SVE system was installed to
prevent offsite migration of contaminated soil vapors toward a neighboring
church/school and reduce the levels of solvent contamination in identified source
areas.  The SVE system was installed in 1997 and no offsite migration of con-
taminated vapors has occurred. The property line is monitored quarterly.  Conta-
mination levels in the source areas have been reduced.  The diesel extraction sys-
tem was installed to eliminate/control the presence of a relatively small plume of
diesel fuel on the groundwater beneath the site due to a past release from an un-
derground storage tank.  The ongoing extraction system has effectively controlled
the migration of the diesel product.

•A number of electrical transformer sites with PCB-contaminated soils have
been cleaned up over the past few years.  The contaminated soil, which po-

tentially posed a threat to human health and the environment, was effec-
tively delineated, excavated and disposed of at an off-island treatment

facility on the mainland.  The Navy in Hawaii is currently working on
a project to treat several thousand cubic yards of PCB-contaminated
soils on-island using an innovative treatment technology known as
thermal desorption. Contaminated soils from hundreds of trans-
former sites from several Navy installations on Oahu will be con-
solidated at the former NAS BP for on-island treatment.  This will
save the Navy millions of dollars in off-island disposal costs.
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